
UPDATE ON FPO MAIL EXCLUSION

As many likely have heard, the decision to remove Retirees and families from the
Authorized Patron List for FPO/APO privileges has been postponed until sometime
between now and 31 Dec 2022. This may have been a result of our “Write/Call'' effort. to
our Representatives, Senators and Committee members. However, the postponement
is not a solution to maintain the privilege. It only “kicks the can down the road”. It also
coincidentally places the decision to be made after the November elections. Positive
action is required before we decide who will be representing us on this issue after the
elections. Although the “Write/Call campaign may have been successful in delaying the
decision, it has not received commitments from our representatives on congressional
action to preserve this privilege. Shamefully many responses from them are Lukewarm.
Many replied “Thank you for contacting me, I enjoy hearing from my constituents, here’s
how you can get my Newsletter”, quite obviously a programmed response, and is totally
irresponsible and unacceptable. We must now double and triple our efforts, to ensure
they realize the importance to us of our FPO/APO, privilege.

Our “Write/Call campaign must tell them we want them to make the “Right Call” in
their support efforts, by codifying into law this privilege. Nothing less will ensure the
privilege is permanent. We must contact all those who represent us and receive a
commitment to take action. To that end below is a revised draft letter which may be
used in this effort. Simply place the representative's name in the to: line, and sign at the
bottom, then fax, mail or even pony express it to them. As previously the RAO Subic
office will provide free faxing for this, and we enjoin other service organizations who are
capable of providing this service. For those with the question of if this happens, will we
have a way to get mail? Answer is yes, RAO’s have been working on a plan B, so that
mail will continue. There are still some parts which are being researched regarding
meds and checks, but those will be resolved very soon.

Letter to representatives;

Honorable Representative, Senator, Chairman Smith and Honorable Members of
the House Armed Services Committee,

As you may be aware, the Department of Defense recently published a change
to the "authorized patrons" of the Military Postal Service Agency to eliminate military
retirees (and others), in accordance with Change 2 of DODINST 4525.09 of24 May
2022. You also may be aware, the implementation of this change has been placed "on
hold" pending a DOD "review," Based on this change and temporary hold U.S. military
retirees residing overseas (and others) may be removed from the APO/FPO "authorized



patrons list" in the instruction, due to MPSA lack of fiscal authority, or due to
"international agreements."

I am writing to you to enjoin you to codify into law a privilege that has been
historically extended to the American Military Retiree Community residing overseas for
nearly 50 years.

I have served in the national defense of the United States of America, and have
been required on many occasions to sacrifice some of my privileges as a U.S. citizen in
support of that defense. I and many of my fellow Veterans and patriots have served at
overseas posts and also gone on to marry overseas local nationals, raise families and
later retire in the host nation while still maintaining my U.S. citizenship. I also continue to
serve our nation as an American Ambassador of goodwill in my host nation. I rely on
APO/FPO mail privileges for my right to vote absentee, file and pay U.S. IRS taxes, file
individual state income tax returns, receive Veteran benefits and medicines, to
communicate with the Social Security Administration and other Federal Government
agencies, and also matters such as banking or the many on-line services that require a
U.S. postal address. In addition, the Veterans' Affairs Foreign Medical Program (FMP)
and TRICARE Program, will only issue U.S. Treasury checks sent to U S addresses, via
the United States Postal Service for reimbursement of service connected expenses paid
out of pocket. If for any reason a veteran cannot obtain a banking account overseas,
they will not receive reimbursement at a Foreign P. O. box. An additional effect is that, in
accordance with 10 U.S.C. 688, military retirees are subject to recall by the Service
Secretary concerned. Without APO/FPO mail privileges, DOD would have to rely on
international mail and the host country's mail system to receive notification of a recall to
active duty. The removal of APO/FPO mail privileges imposes an onerous and unfair
burden on our Military Retiree and Veteran community. It is not in keeping with the
promises of our great nation, made when I or you chose to serve the greatest nation on
earth! Please help!

The alternative would fall back to reliance on foreign postal
services/systems/couriers. In many countries, such as here in the Philippines, and many
other nations, local mail services are very ripe for fraud, and unreliable with lost or
misdirected mail and/or the untimely receipt of badly needed medications, monthly
checks, or other critical documents the norm.

At no time in our history have Veteran benefits/privileges been so fragile as now!
Over the past five decades the indisputably earned, and promised, Veteran benefits
have been under attack; and yet once again we find one more of those hard-earned
benefits being eroded. Please remember, Veterans must also continue to file and pay



U.S. IRS mandated taxes, even though we avail of only a few of the services that those
taxes help pay for because we live outside of the United States. And perhaps more
importantly, please remember Veterans cherish their voting rights using absentee
ballots. Please be assured many plan to exercise that right this year, as denial of FPO
privileges is considered a direct attack on veterans and their families. Those
representatives who simply respond to our requests with Thank you for contacting me,
and here’s a link to my Newsletter, will not be held in high regard, when Veterans decide
who they choose to represent them this voting season. We need your support on this
latest unfair infringement of our entitled benefits and privileges.

It seems Congress and our nation is quick to help foreign governments, yet
ignore our own Veteran Community and those that have historically sacrificed to give
Congress and our government the ability to make decisions, Please remember that we
both have taken an oath to "support and defend the Constitution of the United States"
and we consider that oath valid to this date! ExPat does not mean no longer a patriot!

I am asking you, and the entire U. S. House Armed Services Committee and
every Representative and Senator to help protect the rights of Veterans by codifying into
law U.S. Postal APO/FPO mail privileges for retired military (and others). Please be
advised, I expect a commitment from you to take the codifying action I mention in this
letter. A ” hello, thank you response”, will not be acceptable. I have appreciated your
leadership for the past years, and hope to honor you with my future votes, but as you
can see this is a very important issue to me, and will affect my vote this November.
Please don't underestimate the strength of this Veterans voting block worldwide, as we
have the support of immediate family voting members, and extended voting family and
friends in the U.S. who will also be affected by this issue.

Very Respectfully Submitted,


